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MCAC Administrative Updates
– New MCAC members and leadership

 DHCF Updates and Discussion
– SPA, Waiver, and Rule Report; NEMT report
– Policy update
– Enrollment Update
– Alliance and ICP transition
– Basic Health Plan (BHP) transition

 Subcommittee Report Out and Recommendations
– Health-System Redesign
– Access

MCAC FY26 Planning
– MAC and BAC transition update
– New LTC subcommittee

 Subcommittee Updates

 Public Announcements

Agenda
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Welcome to DHCF’s Fiscal Year 2026 
Medical Care Advisory Committee (MCAC)
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Housekeeping

Introduce yourself in the chat: 
– Name
– Organization (if applicable)
– MCAC member or non-member

Keep yourself muted unless speaking 

You can add questions to the chat or use the “Raise Hand” function

This meeting will be recorded 
– DHCF will post a recording of the meeting on the MCAC webpage after the meeting 

https://dhcf.dc.gov/page/dc-medical-care-advisory-committee
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DHCF Updates and Discussion
DHCF SPA/Waiver/Rule Report and NEMT Report Q&A

Policy Update
Enrollment Update

Alliance and ICP Update
Basic Health Plan (BHP) Update
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DHCF Report Q&A
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Enrollment Update: 
Medicaid Relatively Stable, Alliance/ICP Decreasing

 Medicaid enrollment has continued to remain relatively flat, following the unwinding period that ran from mid-2023 to 
mid-2024, which reflected a restart of eligibility redeterminations at the end of the federal public health emergency. 
While the most recent months show a decrease, numbers will be higher when run in the future due to retroactive 
eligibility. 

 Alliance and Immigrant Children’s Program (ICP) enrollment is down as of February 2025. This is due in part to a decrease 
in applications and an increase in the number of individuals who must respond to a renewal notice to retain coverage.

 The most recent monthly data is linked at: https://dhcf.dc.gov/page/monthly-medicaid-and-alliance-enrollment-reports.

https://dhcf.dc.gov/page/monthly-medicaid-and-alliance-enrollment-reports
https://dhcf.dc.gov/page/monthly-medicaid-and-alliance-enrollment-reports
https://dhcf.dc.gov/page/monthly-medicaid-and-alliance-enrollment-reports
https://dhcf.dc.gov/page/monthly-medicaid-and-alliance-enrollment-reports
https://dhcf.dc.gov/page/monthly-medicaid-and-alliance-enrollment-reports
https://dhcf.dc.gov/page/monthly-medicaid-and-alliance-enrollment-reports
https://dhcf.dc.gov/page/monthly-medicaid-and-alliance-enrollment-reports
https://dhcf.dc.gov/page/monthly-medicaid-and-alliance-enrollment-reports
https://dhcf.dc.gov/page/monthly-medicaid-and-alliance-enrollment-reports
https://dhcf.dc.gov/page/monthly-medicaid-and-alliance-enrollment-reports
https://dhcf.dc.gov/page/monthly-medicaid-and-alliance-enrollment-reports
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DHCF Will Use Medicaid Director Letters 
to Communicate and Clarify Policy Changes 

Medicaid Director Letters (MDLs) convey information about forthcoming changes to a program, 
policy, or operations that will be effectuated through a State Plan Amendment, Rule, or policy. This 
document type does not formally establish or implement policy but provides an overview of 
forthcoming policy changes.

Some examples of MDLs supporting upcoming Medicaid policy changes include:
– MDL 25-01 – Alliance and ICP 10.01.25 Program Changes 
– MDL 25-02 – Medicaid PCR and CA Income Change Effective 01.01.26

DHCF will continue to use MDLs to communicate important forthcoming policy changes, and 
encourage community members to review and share as they are published 

https://dhcf.dc.gov/page/medicaid-director-letters
https://dhcf.dc.gov/page/medicaid-director-letters
https://dhcf.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/dhcf/publication/attachments/Medicaid%20Director%20Letter%20-%20MDL%2025-01%20-%20Alliance%20and%20ICP%2010.01.25%20Program%20Changes.pdf
https://dhcf.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/dhcf/publication/attachments/Medicaid%20Director%20Letter%20-%20MDL%2025-01%20-%20Alliance%20and%20ICP%2010.01.25%20Program%20Changes.pdf
https://dhcf.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/dhcf/publication/attachments/Medicaid%20Director%20Letter%20-%20MDL%2025-01%20-%20Alliance%20and%20ICP%2010.01.25%20Program%20Changes.pdf
https://dhcf.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/dhcf/publication/attachments/Medicaid%20Director%20Letter%20-%20MDL%2025-01%20-%20Alliance%20and%20ICP%2010.01.25%20Program%20Changes.pdf
https://dhcf.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/dhcf/publication/attachments/MDL_25-02-Medicaid_PCR_and_CA_Income_Change_Eff_01_01_26_1.pdf
https://dhcf.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/dhcf/publication/attachments/MDL_25-02-Medicaid_PCR_and_CA_Income_Change_Eff_01_01_26_1.pdf
https://dhcf.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/dhcf/publication/attachments/MDL_25-02-Medicaid_PCR_and_CA_Income_Change_Eff_01_01_26_1.pdf
https://dhcf.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/dhcf/publication/attachments/MDL_25-02-Medicaid_PCR_and_CA_Income_Change_Eff_01_01_26_1.pdf
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Alliance and ICP Update
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Healthcare Alliance for Adults and Children

• Enrollment in August, prior to disenrollments - 25,109 Alliance adults and 5,384 children
• Total adults disenrolled end of September with FPL>138% - 2,300 (as of 10/21)

Issues to date:
• Pharmacy Generic only 
• Brand honored until 12/31 if no generic

• Most common denial issues pharmacies not enrolled in FFS
• Generic equivalent available

• Covered Benefits/Services
• Primary & Specialty Care, Dialysis, Lab& Xray, Chemotherapy, DME, Hospital
• Children only – Dental, Hearing, Vision, Podiatry

• Focus on ensuring eligible pregnant residents remain enrolled and are reporting changes
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Overview of Recent Changes to Alliance Eligibility Rules 

Starting October 1, 2025: 
• Alliance and Immigrant Children’s Program is combined into one program called Health Care Alliance.  

- Health Care Alliance for Adults
- Health Care Alliance for Children

• Adults over 26 are no longer be allowed to newly enroll.  

• Services are more limited than before, especially for adults. The new program is run directly by DHCF 
(otherwise known as “fee-for-service”) – and NOT through health plans like AmeriHealth, Wellpoint, or 
Medstar. 

• Adults with incomes exceeding a certain threshold (roughly $1800 / month for single person, no kids) 
will no longer be eligible and some former enrollees lost coverage. 

Government of the District of Columbia Department of Health Care Finance

For Official Government Use Only 1
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REMINDER: Health Care Alliance Program Eligibility 
Standards Changed on October 1, 2025

1

• Eligibility changes effective October 1, 2025:
• Effective October 1, 2025, eligibility threshold for Adults decreased from 215% FPL to 138% FPL. Adults 

over this threshold were disenrolled from the Alliance Program effective September 30, 2025.
• Effective October 1, 2025, DHCF will establish an enrollment moratorium for new Alliance Adults who are 

age 26 and over. 
• Meaning if you are 26 or over at the date of application, you will not be eligible to newly enroll in the 

Health Care Alliance Program after October 1, 2025; and 
• Benefit changes effective October 1, 2025: 

• Benefits for Adults will include primary care, generic-only prescription drugs, hospital services, emergency 
transportation, lab, and durable medical equipment. DBH provides locally-financed BH services to those 
who remain eligible. Coverage for Children will also include vision, dental, and podiatry 

• Delivery System changes effective October 1, 2025: 
• Alliance became a fee-for-service only program effective October 1, 2025.
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Income Comparison – Alliance Adults (21+)

1

Category: Adults (21+)
Current
Income Threshold
(Ending 9/30/2025)

**New**
Income Threshold
(Effective 10/1/2025)

Threshold in Federal Poverty Level (FPL) 210% + 5% disregard 133% + 5% disregard

1 person household, monthly $2,806 $1,800

2-person household, monthly $3,790 $2,432

3-person household, monthly $4,775 $3,065

4-person household, monthly $5,762 $3,697
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WHAT TYPES OF CARE WILL BE COVERED 
IN THE NEW ALLIANCE PROGRAM IN 2025?  

Children  (0-20) Adults  (21 and over)

Primary Care Primary Care 

Generic-Only Prescription Drugs Generic-Only Prescription Drugs 

Hospital Services Hospital Services 

Emergency Transportation Emergency Transportation 

Dental -No Dental -

Vision/Hearing/Podiatry -No Vision/Hearing/Podiatry- 

Behavioral Health – Through DBH Behavioral Health – Through DBH 

Durable Medical Equipment (eg CPAP machines, 
Glucose and pressure monitors, etc.) 

Durable Medical Equipment (eg CPAP machines, 
Glucose and pressure monitors, etc.) 

Long Term Care for kids with special needs -No Long Term Care**- 

 *   Up to 10/1, adults received dental and vision services.  
 ** Long Term Care has never been a component of Alliance benefit package for adults
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WHAT PROVIDERS WILL BE AVAILABLE TO PEOPLE 
IN THE NEW ALLIANCE PROGRAM? 

•Alliance members will be able to access many of the same providers for their primary and other care.  

•DHCF will communicate with members directly regarding the providers they can go to, and how to access 
them.  

 After 10/1, Alliance members will no longer work with plans like Amerihealth, Wellpoint, and 
Medstar, although they will have access to many of the same medical providers/doctors. 

 Alliance members should use their Medical ID Card when visiting providers after 10/1.
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Medicaid Eligibility Changes Update 
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Local Realities and Federal Actions are Leading to Changes to 
Medicaid That Will Be Implemented Between Now and January 2027

1

• Locally, changes in the District’s revenues, increasing costs of health care, and increasing Medicaid 
enrollment challenge Medicaid program sustainability 
 Coverage options changing for some adults currently eligible for Medicaid 

• Federally, the One Big Beautiful Bill Act (OB3) includes significant changes to the Medicaid program, 
including:
 Work requirements for some adults enrolled in Medicaid 
 More frequent eligibility checks for some adults enrolled in Medicaid 
 And more 
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On January 1, 2026, About 25,000 Adults 
Will No Longer Be Eligible for Medicaid…

1

Eligibility changes effective January 1, 2026:
• No changes to financial eligibility for Children (0-20), 

those who qualify for Medicaid on the basis of a 
disability, or those participating in long term care.

• Effective January 1, 2026, the eligibility threshold for 
Parent/Caretaker Relatives and Childless Adults will 
decrease to 138% FPL. 

• Adults over this threshold will be disenrolled from 
Medicaid effective December 31, 2025.

• More details available through the recently released 
FAQ at 
https://dhcf.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/dhcf/publication/attachments/MDL_25-
02-Medicaid_PCR_and_CA_Income_Change_Eff_01_01_26_1.pdf and Medicaid Director 
Letter at 
https://dhcf.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/dhcf/publication/attachments/MDL_25-
02-Medicaid_PCR_and_CA_Income_Change_Eff_01_01_26_1.pdf 

https://dhcf.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/dhcf/publication/attachments/MDL_25-02-Medicaid_PCR_and_CA_Income_Change_Eff_01_01_26_1.pdf
https://dhcf.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/dhcf/publication/attachments/MDL_25-02-Medicaid_PCR_and_CA_Income_Change_Eff_01_01_26_1.pdf
https://dhcf.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/dhcf/publication/attachments/MDL_25-02-Medicaid_PCR_and_CA_Income_Change_Eff_01_01_26_1.pdf
https://dhcf.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/dhcf/publication/attachments/MDL_25-02-Medicaid_PCR_and_CA_Income_Change_Eff_01_01_26_1.pdf
https://dhcf.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/dhcf/publication/attachments/MDL_25-02-Medicaid_PCR_and_CA_Income_Change_Eff_01_01_26_1.pdf
https://dhcf.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/dhcf/publication/attachments/MDL_25-02-Medicaid_PCR_and_CA_Income_Change_Eff_01_01_26_1.pdf
https://dhcf.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/dhcf/publication/attachments/MDL_25-02-Medicaid_PCR_and_CA_Income_Change_Eff_01_01_26_1.pdf
https://dhcf.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/dhcf/publication/attachments/MDL_25-02-Medicaid_PCR_and_CA_Income_Change_Eff_01_01_26_1.pdf
https://dhcf.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/dhcf/publication/attachments/MDL_25-02-Medicaid_PCR_and_CA_Income_Change_Eff_01_01_26_1.pdf
https://dhcf.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/dhcf/publication/attachments/MDL_25-02-Medicaid_PCR_and_CA_Income_Change_Eff_01_01_26_1.pdf
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On January 1, 2026, About 25,000 Adults 
Will No Longer Be Eligible for Medicaid

1

• Generally, adults (without dependent children in a household of one) with incomes around $1,800 / month 
or more will no longer be eligible for Medicaid based solely on their income

• Parents and Caretaker Relatives (in a household with two adults & two children) making around $3,700 / 
month or more will no longer be eligible 

• Single adults and Parents above these limits with Medicare can still have Medicaid pay monthly Medicare 
premiums and cost sharing under QMB program, but will lose their eligibility for full Medicaid benefits.
DHCF will automatically transition these individuals to QMB-Only coverage on January 1, 2026.

• These Medicaid changes will also have an impact on Emergency Medicaid coverage in the District: 
After January 1, 2026 the majority of adults (21+) will only qualify for Emergency Medicaid coverage if 

they are at or below 138% of the federal poverty level.
• DHCF is working with DCHBX to automatically transition currently enrolled Medicaid enrollees who will be 

losing coverage to alternative coverage options.



20

Government of the District of Columbia Department of Health Care Finance

For Official Government Use Only

On January 1, 2026, About 25,000 Adults Will No Longer Be Eligible for 
Medicaid…And Most Will Become Eligible for the New Healthy DC Plan

2

• Options for coverage will be available through the DC Health Benefit Exchange (DCHBX)
Most adults no longer eligible for Medicaid will qualify for the Healthy DC Plan
 The remaining adults will be eligible for a Qualified Health Plan  

• The Healthy DC Plan is a new option administered by DCHBX and will offer no cost coverage to eligible 
adults 
Many services covered by Medicaid are included except for non-emergency transportation, dental 

and vision coverage, long-term services and supports, and some community-based mental health 
and SUD services

Residents being disenrolled from Medicaid and eligible for Healthy DC Plan will be automatically 
enrolled for coverage starting January 1

• Residents can find more information regarding the Healthy DC Plan at: www.HealthyDCPlan.com

https://www.dchealthlink.com/HealthyDCPlan
http://www.healthydcplan.com/
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The Other Medicaid Changes in 2026 and Beyond are Driven by 
Federal Legislation – the OBBBA

2

On July 4, the OBBBA was signed into law by the President
 OBBBA is the resulting legislation from the Congressional reconciliation process 

Medicaid-related provisions have effective dates ranging from July 4, 2025, to 2034
Significant changes to the Medicaid program with a focus on the Medicaid “Expansion” population

• Work requirements 
• 6-month recertification 
• Cost-sharing 
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The Other Medicaid Changes in 2026 and Beyond are Driven by 
Federal Legislation – the OBBBA

2

• October 1, 2026: Some persons with legal immigration statuses may lose coverage

• January 1, 2027: Some adults will have to work or recertify their eligibility every 6 months to keep
Medicaid.

• These are significant changes, and more information will be provided in 2026. No one needs to
act on this yet.



Messaging and Outreach is DHCFs Focus Between Now and the End of 
the Calendar Year 

23

• DHCF outreach efforts started in September, and are ramping up in October 
 DHCF established a dedicated webpage related to these program changes that will soon be updated with 

an overview of changes and Frequently Asked Questions.
 Ongoing communications is provided in the Biweekly DHCF Eligibility Meetings – next meeting will be on 

Wednesday, November 5, 2025, at 2:30pm.

• DHCF is planning a broader outreach campaign that will include participating in community events; radio and 
newspaper interviews; and text messaging campaign – this focuses on changes to Medicaid
 DHCF will lead on communicating all changes to Medicaid; DCHBX will lead all Healthy DC Plan 

communications 

• HBX and DHCF continue to collaborate and coordinate 
 Ongoing outreach between now and December to keep them informed about upcoming changes to 

eligibility and plan enrollment, including about the Healthy DC Plan

https://dhcf.dc.gov/medicaid-program-changes
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Subcommittee Report Out
Health-System Redesign

Access
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MCAC FY26 Planning
New LTC Subcommittee 

MAC and BAC Transition Update
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MAC and BAC

During Fiscal Year 2026, DHCF will be transitioning to the MAC and BAC structure, as required in the 
Ensuring Access and Eligibility in Medicaid Final Rule. 

The MCAC will become the MAC (Medicaid Advisory Committee) in the beginning of CY2026. DHCF’s 
MCAC already meets most requirements of the MAC so there will be limited changes

DHCF is in the process of creating a new BAC (Beneficiary Advisory Committee) that will begin 
meeting before the end of CY2025
– DHCF received 32 qualified applicants, both MCAC applicants who met qualifications for the BAC, 

and applicants who applied directly to the BAC
– DHCF is currently undergoing the selection process, and will be notifying the 15 selected applicants 

over the coming weeks 

http://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2024-08363.pdf
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The Current DHCF MCAC Will Transition to Become the 
Medicaid Advisory Committee (MAC) During FY26

In order to transition to the MAC, the MCAC 
bylaws will undergo slight modifications to 
come into compliance with regulatory 
requirements including: 
– New limits on consecutive terms 
– Shift in Membership categories to align with 

MAC requirements (see table of future MAC 
required membership categories to the right)

– At least one hybrid meeting per year
– Submission of annual MAC report
– BAC Membership on MAC (see table below)

% of MAC from BAC Effective Date

10% July 9, 2025 – July 9, 2026

20% July 10, 2026 – July 10, 2027

25% July 11, 2027 and beyond

Future MAC Required Membership Category Voting Status

State or local consumer advocacy groups/ CBO 
that represents the interest of or provides 

direct service to Medicaid beneficiaries

voting

Clinical providers or administrators familiar 
with health and social needs of Medicaid 

beneficiaries

voting

Participating MCPs or a health plan 
association representing more than one plan 

voting

Other state agencies that serve Medicaid 
beneficiaries

Ex officio

BAC members voting

Other membership categories as determined 
by the state 

Either ex officio 
or voting
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The MCAC will be Reestablishing 
the Long-Term Care Subcommittee in FY2026

The LTC subcommittee will discuss and inform issues that impact the delivery of high-quality long-
term care to Medicaid beneficiaries in the District. DHCF invites all interested stakeholders to join, 
and will use the first few meetings of the reconvened subcommittee to establish priority topics. 

MCAC Members - please email dhcfMACandBAC@dc.gov if you are interested in serving as the chair 
of the newly formed subcommittee. 
– You will have a dedicated DHCF staff liaison to support logistics, agenda development, and meeting 

facilitation

All attendees and interested stakeholders – please send an email to dhcfMACandBAC@dc.gov 
– if you are interested in joining the LTC Subcommittee and would like to be added to the email 

listserv
– With topic suggestions for the LTC Subcommittee to address in FY2026

mailto:dhcfMACandBAC@dc.gov
mailto:dhcfMACandBAC@dc.gov
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Public Announcements
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Get Involved and Make Sure You’re Getting Updates

The next meeting will be in December (we will follow up with a date, as our regularly scheduled time 
conflicts with the holidays) – we look forward to seeing you all there!

If you (or other community members and partners) are not already receiving MCAC meeting invites, 
you can email the newly established dhcfMACandBAC@dc.gov and we will add you to the list.

If you are already receiving MCAC invites and emails, no action is needed. 

mailto:dhcfMACandBAC@dc.gov
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